
W 
elcome to the August 2016 
edition of The Noodle, writ-
ten and published by the 

Florida Youth Council! For this issue of 

The Noodle, members of the FYC were 
asked to write about International Youth 
day. This topic allowed members to 

share their thoughts about International 
Youth day activities and what it means 
to them . We hope you will take a few 
minutes out of your busy schedule to 
learn about our experiences and enjoy 
our thoughts and opinions in this August 

2016 edition of The Noodle! 
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International Youth Day  
 

International Youth Day is day proclaimed by the United Nations to pro-
mote the youth of today. The theme for this years’ youth day is imagining what 
the Earth will be in 2030. It’s learning what to do to preserve the Earth for the 
youth of tomorrow. This year’s theme hits a soft spot for me because I am a 
teacher. Being a teacher who is young puts me in a great position of learning 
from the youth while being a youth. When I was in school I was taught all 
about recycling and going green. We learned about separating paper, plastic 
and cardboard. We were shown videos on how things were transformed from 
our trash to someone else’s treasure. In retrospect this year’s theme is perfect 
as the world is incredibly automated. It’s a perfect time to be reminded that in 
order to keep the earth the way it is flourishing right now we have to reuse 
things. We have to share with others and not waste. I think it is brave for the 
United Nations to come up with International Youth Day in order to possibly 
join the world’s youth for one cause. Hopefully, on this year’s Youth Day we 
can invite those who are adults to join us in sustaining the Earth one person at 
a time. 

 

By, Shevie Barnes  



 

Why International Youth Day is Important 

 

International Youth Day is on August 12 every year. Its purpose is to create 
awareness for the United Nations “Programs of Action for Youth.” This pro-
gram was intended to help the youth of the world and come up with solutions 
for global problems that youth are facing today.  Some of these problems are 
the environment, social issues, education, and health issues. 
 

International Youth Day is a day when youth come together to talk about 
problems we face in the world and how to find solutions.  If you think about 
it, we all have the same goal to make the world a better place, whether it be 
disabilities, the environment, or social and government changes. We may have 
different perspectives on these ideas and how to solve them, but that is why 
we come together in the first place: to come up with a compromise that fits all 
our needs.  
 

If we apply this specifically to what the Florida Youth Council and other or-
ganizations are trying to do, which is to make the world a better place for peo-
ple with disabilities, we cannot do it alone. We aren’t going to be able to have 
it all our way because people have different ideas about how to do this.  
Wouldn’t it be nice if we could work together for one common goal, the bet-
terment of people all over the world?  I think International Youth Day is the 
U.N. acknowledging youth from different countries, and is a step in the right 
direction, but still we have a lot to do. 
 

By, Serena Wetmore 



 



 

International Youth Day 
 

 

 

International Youth Day is an awareness day designated by the United 
Nations. The purpose of the day is to draw attention to a given set of 
cultural and legal issues surrounding youth. The first international 
youth day was observed on August 12th, 2000. International Youth Day 
is meant as an opportunity for governments and others to draw atten-
tion to youth issues worldwide. Concerts, workshops cultural events, 
and meetings involving national and local government officials and 
youth organizations to take place around the world. 
 

By, Christina Waldron 



 

 

Youth on the Move 

  

Across the world youth shape the future. It is not enough to hope for a bet-
ter tomorrow. Unfortunately most youth only have hope in the dire times. Today 
most young people live in least developed countries, and shoulder the heaviest 
burden of conflicts and poverty. For example, some youth in Mexico must now 
beg for food to keep their families alive. We have a responsibility as the United 
States of America to help the world end hunger and poverty. We can help as a 
world power but we don’t why?  

 

 It breaks my heart watching youth and kids go through this on T.V and 
hear stories of it from missionaries. If we are truly sensitive to helping nations 
we should help them restore their lives, but some of the people in the United 
States are controlled by fear. A little help is just what kids and teens need to sur-
vive to teach the next generation. Will you be the difference? 

 

By, Dakota Smoot 



 

The Florida Youth 

Council is a program of 

The Family Café  



How Do I Become Part of The Florida Youth Council? 

The Florida Youth Council is a group of youth (between the ages of 15 and 17) 
and emerging leaders (between the ages of 18 and 30) with disabilities or special 
health care needs that live in Florida.  

The Florida Youth Council is all about getting youth and emerging leaders in-
volved in self advocacy, peer mentoring and other activities that will improve the 
quality of life for youth and emerging leaders with disabilities in Florida. The pro-
gram empowers youth and emerging leaders to decide what issues are important 
to their generation, to discuss those issues in their state and local communities, 
and to develop strategies to address them. 

We are seeking a group of enthusiastic, motivated youth and emerging leaders to 
participate. If you would like to take a leadership role in advocating for youth and 
emerging leaders in Florida, please visit The Florida Youth Council website at 
www.floridayouthcouncil.com. The program is open to application year round. 
We hope to hear from you soon! 

820 East Park Avenue, Suite F-100 

Tallahassee, FL 32301 


